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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OES-07 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 SS-15 
SP-02 NSC-05 /052W 

- 029376 120336Z/61 

R 120328Z JUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO USLO PEKING 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8694 

CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 10572 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TBIO, CH, JA 

SUBJECT: CARCINOGENIC PICKLES 

REF: (A) TOKYO 10155, (B) PEKING 1719 

1 . JAPANESE RESEARCHER SUGIMURA IS UNABLE TO GIVE EXACT 
CHINESE NAME OF PICKLE VARIETY, BUT IT IS SIMILAR TO 
JAPANESE VERSION CALLED "BANGIKUZUKE". CHINESE SAMPLE 
WAS MIXTURE OF CUCUMBER, CABBAGE, AND THIRD INGREDIENT 
WHICH WAS PROBABLY RADISH. 

2. SUGIMURA SUGGESTS THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL-- 

AND PERHAPS VERY IMPORTANT-TO OBTAIN SAMPLES (EACH TWO 
KILOGRAMS) OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF PICKLES FROM LINHSIEN 
AREA. POTENTIAL CARCINOGEN MAY DERIVE FROM TYPE OF 
BRINE USED IN AREA RATHER THAN VARIETY OF VEGETABLES. 

3. USLO PEKING IS CERTAINLY ENCOURAGED TO TRY TO OBTAIN 
PICKLE SAMPLES. WE WERE USING CHINESE EMBASSY CHANNEL 
PRIMARILY AS DEVICE TO ESTABLISH ANOTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
CHANNEL THAT HAD NOT BEEN AVAILABLE TO US PREVIOUSLY. 

4. APPRECIATE VERY MUCH USLO INTEREST AND OFFER OF 
ASSISTANCE. MANSFIELD 
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